Bulletin No. 251. 


Supplement to the "Tasmanian Naturalist", July 1988 

******* 

The Tasmanian Field Naturalists Club is devoted to the study of all forms of 
Natural History, and is comprised of both experts and beginners. We cover a wide 
variety of topics, and we support conservation. Meetings are held on the first 
Thursday of every month except January in the CSIRO Conference Room, Stowell Ave., 
Battery Point at 7.45 p.m. Outings are usually held the following weekend, 
meeting outside the new entrance of the Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery in 
Macquarie Street. The Club's address is G.P.O. Box 68A, Hobart. Tas. 7001. 


Programme : 

August. Meeting: Thurs.4th Freshwater Crayfish - a talk by Premek Hamir 

who is studying these invertebrates for his Ph.D. 
at the University of Tasmania. 

Outing: Sat. 6th To the Domain with representatives of the Department 

of Parks and Recreation. We will look at the vegetation 
and management of Grasslands Gully, Cornelian Bay, 

Queens Walk and Boneseed infected areas. 

September. Meeting: Thurs.lst Don Thompson, the State co-ordinator of Greening 

Australia will speak about the role of the organisation 
and its current programme. 

Outing: Sat. 3rd We will accompany Don Thompson to a farm in the Midlands 
to observe what the "Whole Farm Planning" project, 
which is run by Greening Australia, is achieving. 


October. Meeting: Thurs.6th ****** Historical Night ****** 

All members and former members are invited to relive 
the past in a special historical night where we look 
at the history of the club. 

Please bring some supper - historical style! 


Outing: Sat. 8th A visit to the Cascades, the site of the first outings 
(1904). 10 a.m. start. 

Outing: Sat. 29th A trip to Collinsvale and other areas to collect 
specimens for the SGAP flower show. 
**************************************************************** 


SGAP Bicentennial Show Nov. 3rd - 7th, City Hall 

Help is needed to set up displays on November 3rd and to staff our TFNC display 
on the 4th, 5th, 6th and 7th. Please contact M. Wall or G. Van Munster if you 
can assist. 

***************************************************************** 

Missing Bulletins Does anyone have Bulletins No.2, April 1956 or No. 19, 

November 1957? We need them for our library records. 
Please contact The Secretary, Helen Davidson on 25 2754. 
***************************************************************** 


BADGES.BADGES.BADGES.BADGES.BADGES 

Buy one now for $4.00 before the price rise in September! 

****************************************************************** 

OUTINGS 

Ecology of the World Heritage Area, April 1988 

Dr. Stephen Smith from the Department of Lands, Parks and Wildlife showed us 
examples of vegetation communities along the Scotts Peak road and explained the 
theories of vegetation development and ecological succession which are currently 
held. 

W e inspected temperate rainforest dominated by 400-year old myrtle with sassafras 
and an understorey of pandani ( Richea pandanifolia ) We looked at buttongrass 
plains in the Condominium Creek area, and Dr. Smith explained that this deceptively 
simple looking vegetation is actually made up of 20-30 plant species. 











Contrastingly lush riverine vegetation was a beautiful sight at the Huon 
River camping area. The forest there is dominated by very old eucalypts 
which are gradually being replaced by rainforest species growing up from 
underneath. Finally we stopped at Red Knoll lookout , and in the clear 
afternoon had a perfect 360° view of the South-west. 

Wildlife seen on this excursion included endemic snail species ( Helicarion 
cuvieri , C aryodes dufresnii and Pernagrea kingstonensis ) and the endemic 
freshwater crayfish, Parastacoides tasmanicus . 


July Outing : Forty-spotted Pardalote habitat ( Pardalotus guadragintus ) 

Peter Brown, zoologist from the Department of Lands, Parks and Wildlife, 
took us to Tinderbox to an area of open Eucalyptus viminalis dry woodland 
which is one of the few patches of habitat for the endemic and rare forty- 
spotted pardalote. These birds are highly territorial and only feed in 
Eucalyptus viminalis trees where they forage for insects suchas psyllids from 
the surface of leaves. 

We saw two - they are very small birds and at first difficult to distinguish 
from the more common spotted pardalote ( Pardalotus punctatus ). However, forty- 
spots have an olive head and pardalotes a black crown! Forty-spots tend to 
forage in the foliage of the upper branches of E. viminalis , and their call 
is a high pitched "me me". We also observed green rosellas; scrub wrens, golden 
whistlers and a pair of wedge-tailed eagles. 

Unfortunately, this hillside habitat at Tinderbox is private land and may be 
sub-divided in the near future for housing. It would be wonderful if the 
government were to buy it for a reserve for this rare bird. 

As we made our way around the coastline to have lunch we were greeted with 
a spectacular sight. A sea-eagle was hovering above the cliffs near the 
road and a pair of peregrine falcons were seen chasing some prey in nearby 
forest. It certainly turned out to be a terrific day for raptor observation! 














